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3rd Year Family Medicine Clerkship-Goals and Objectives

Knowledge of
1. Students will assess and manage common acute and chronic medical problems frequently
      encountered in the ambulatory and community setting.

a. Students will demonstrate ability to diagnos common acute and chronic
medical problems. 

b. Students will demonstrate ability to assess and initiate the management of
common illnesses using a focused problem oriented approach.

c. Students will demonstrate ability to develop a treatment plan including
diagnostic, and therapeutic modalities, and arrange appropriate follow-up.

d. Students will demonstrate knowledge of chronic medical problems and
associated management issues such as polypharmacy, drug interactions,
compliance, disease management, and quality of life.

e. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the need to adjust treatment
plans in accordance with the recognized social situation of the patient.

f. Students will demonstrate knowledge of patient life cycles and critical
incidents commonly addressed by family physicians including births, puberty,
contraception, travel, accidents, marriage, divorce, unemployment, terminal
illness, and end of life care.

g. Develop a basic knowledge of ethical principles of adolescent confidentiality,
managed care, end of life care, and euthanasia.

h. Develop a basic knowledge of medical cost and economics of medical care.

• Correlation with COM Goals and Objectives:

Instruction Method
1. Personal Instruction:  Orientation day and return day include lectures (see agenda), small

group discussion, completion of a personal advanced directive, and last day patient
presentations and practice discussions.

2. Instructional Materials:  You have be given materials necessary to evaluate patients who
have the 20 most common complaints when presenting to the primary care practice.
Upon completion, you will be able to identify components necessary within a targeted
history and physical and to complete an evaluation of the patient who has one of 20
common complaints and conditions.  In addition, you will be able to identify
management strategies for common complaints.

3. Direct Patient Care:  Upon completion you will have contact with in excess of 1000
patients and have experience in taking a targeted history and physical and development
of a management plan while under direct supervision of a supervising physician.

Evaluation Method:  Direct observation by preceptor during patient care, patient
presentation, student written evaluations of course, preceptor written evaluations at half-way
and final.  Written departmental exam and shelf examination.
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Skills
1. Students skills will develop the skills to identify and discuss age appropriate anticipatory

health education, risk reduction, and available screening modalities.
a. Students will identify health risks of their patients, their families, and their

communities.
b. Students will select strategies to reduce health risks of their patients, their families

and their communities.
c. Students will identify and initiate counseling of patients regarding disease

screening options.
d. Students will be able to discuss and apply immunization schedules and

recommendations for all age groups.
e. Students will discuss the three most common high risk behaviors for each age

group, assessment of high risk behavior, and how to initiate counseling about risk
reduction.

2.  Students will develop and enhance their interpersonal and communication skills.
a.  Students will establish a positive rapport and working relationship with patients,

their families, their preceptor, and their preceptor's office staff.
b. Students will demonstrate respect for each patient's individuality, sexuality,

values, goals, religion, ethnicity, family, and community.
c. Students will obtain focused patient histories.
d. Students will verbally present well-thought out assessments and plans for each

patient.
e. Students will obtain drug, alcohol, violence, and sexual histories.

3.  Students will perform thorough, pertinent, and accurate physical examinations and record
these in the medical record in a legible and accurate manner.

a. Students will demonstrate their level of skill by obtaining a history and
performing a physical exam on at least one undifferentiated patient under direct
observation by their preceptor.

b. Students will interpret and incorporate their physical exam findings into their
presentation to their preceptor.

c. Students will record the obtained history and physical with their assessment and
plan into a SOAP format.

4.  Students will describe proper referral, consultation, the importance of coordination of
patient care, and continuity of patient care.

a. Students will identify and discuss medical and community
consultation/referral resources and effective use of these resources.

b. Students will list the most important components of a patient referral.
c. Students will be able to describe the importance of interpreting consultation

recommendations in the context of the patient’s individual, family, and
community situation in facilitating their care.

5. Students will incorporate the principles of preventive medicine as it applies to ambulatory
primary care patients.  Students will also incorporate aspects of medical economics into
their thought processes.

• Correlation with COM Goals and Objectives:  10-18 (skills)
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Instructional Method:  One on one with preceptor. Direct patient care observation, patient
presentations, reading assignments.  Participation in daily practice of private preceptor.  In
addition, lectures in preventive medicine and geriatrics on orientation day, the final extensive
presentation of patients on final day that covers history, physical, diagnosis, treatment plan,
epidemiology, preventive medicine for specific patient presented and cost analysis of health
care.  Student level of responsibility will be determined on an individual basis by the
precepting physician depending upon student skills and interest, previous experiences and
clinical performance.
     In addition, small group discussion on each practice to include consultation and referral
processes by preceptor.
Evaluation Methods:  Daily direct observation by preceptor with written final evaluation.
Formal patient presentation, small group discussion and shelf examination.
Students will also complete skill and core condition checklist cards during the clerkship.
Cards will be reviewed weekly with preceptor and the student will be assigned patients as
required to ensure every student will examine the required number of patients with each
condition.  Students not meeting the minimum requirements will be given a supplemental
handout on deficient conditions and must take a brief test.

• Correlation with COM Attitudinal Objectives 20-23

Correlation of Family Medicine attitudinal goals and objectives, which are included in the
above skills objectives with COM attitudinal skills 20-23.

Instructional Methods:  These are correlated through orientation lectures in ethics, end of life
care and confidentiality, preceptor observation, small group discussions, reading
assignments.
Evaluation Methods:  Direct observation in the preceptor clinical setting, written evaluation
by preceptor.

Expectations and Specific Directions
1. Participation in all orientation, lectures, discussions, evaluations, exercises and

examinations as directed.
2. Following all directions and completion of all assignments by this department and

preceptor.
3. Professional behavior, including punctuality.
4. Completion as appropriate of your skill cards.
5. Turning in of all loaned material the day of the examination.
6. Mandatory attendance at all assignments, meetings, lectures, and exercises.
7. Notifying this office and preceptor if a need arises for you to be absent.  This is rare and

usually includes only illness and family emergencies.  In addition, if the preceptor is to be
absent for any reason other than their routine afternoon or day out of the office, you must
call this department and notify us of the situation.

8. Staying in touch with this office throughout your preceptorship via e-mail or telephone.
Call one week before returning to ensure that no schedule changes are necessary or have
been made without your knowledge.

9. Do not call your preceptor regarding your evaluation.  It is final.
10.  Do not call this office regarding your grade for at least 3 weeks after the final
examination.


